Letter Expressing Support for Small Donor Public Funding in New York 



April 18, 2013 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 

We write to strongly encourage your continued active leadership in transforming New 
York State's broken campaign finance system into a national model in the post-Citizens 
United era. We write as politically active citizens with a firsthand understanding of our 
country's current money and politics laws and we believe dramatic change is needed so 
that our proud democracy lives up to the values of being "of, by, and for the people." 

New York's national prominence ensures that a dynamic reform proposal will send a 
strong message to Washington, D.C., that real change is possible, especially now as we have 
just witnessed, from coast to coast, an election awash in unprecedented amounts of money. 
At the heart of such change must be the establishment of a citizen-led, small donor-driven 
campaign fundraising system. Such a paradigm, already in place in New York City and in 
several states, would encourage candidates to rely on everyday voters for their campaign 
funds, instead of spending extensive energy and precious time courting a handful of 
affluent campaign donors or turning to an army of professional influence-seekers and deep 
pocket vested interests. 

It would broaden civic participation, invite citizens back into our democracy and 
strengthen the ties between officeholders and their constituents. Importantly, it would 
send a signal that New Yorkers could trust that their elected officials were working for 
them. Furthermore, it would be a clear break from failed approaches that employ the 
regulatory tools of contribution limits and disclosure without the core reform of 
empowering voters through small donor matching funds. 

Our nation must move down such a path if we expect government to be an instrument for 
effectively addressing the many critical issues we face going forward. Americans from all 
walks of life deserve a democracy that lives up to our bedrock principle of one person, one 
vote. Your leadership will not only benefit New Yorkers, but give great hope to all of us who 
treasure, and depend upon, a robust American democracy. 
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